St Anne’s CE (Aided) Primary
School

Religious Education
Policy

Mission Statement

Growing Together to Flourish in God’s World
Rationale
St Anne’s CE (Aided) Primary School is made up of staff and pupils who come from
many different cultures and faiths. It is our aim to celebrate this diversity as
well as uphold our Christian identity as a Voluntary Aided Church of England
school.
At St Anne’s we have a due regard for our duties under the Equality Act 2010.
Through the delivery of the RE curriculum, we will ensure that we work to
eliminate discrimination, challenge stereotypes, advance equality of opportunity
and foster good relations.

Legal Requirements
RE at our school is taught within the terms laid out by the school’s trust deeds.
It is taught in accordance with the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education
Syllabus for RE.
Within the framework of the law and the Diocesan syllabus we aim to:
§
§
§

§
§
§
§
§

§
§

provide religious education to all children registered at our school.
deliver lessons which take children on a quest to discover more about
themselves, others, the world and God.
enable pupils to know about and understand the beliefs and practices of
some of the great religions of the world, particularly those represented
in Oldham and the UK. The content of RE shall reflect the fact that
religious traditions in the UK are in the main Christian, while taking
account of the teaching and practices of other principal religious
traditions represented in the UK;
enable each child to explore our shared human experience and the
questions of meaning and purpose which arise from our experiences;
promote respect, sensitivity and cultural awareness by teaching about the
religions represented in our region and the UK;
affirm each child in his/her own family tradition;
provide high quality opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development;
develop the ability of pupils to think about, and develop for themselves,
beliefs and values by which they can live through studying concepts like
celebration, the sacred, authority, religious belief and lifestyle, and
through exploring the fundamental questions of life.
enable children to respect the culture, race, feeling, beliefs and values of
others.
prepare children for life and work in Britain today, including personal
development, behaviour and welfare.

Parents are informed in the school prospectus that they have the right to
withdraw their children from religious education. Parents who choose to
withdraw their children are required to state this in writing annually to the
Headteacher. However, in light of our admissions policy, it is our hope that this
should not be necessary and parents who have specifically chosen our school

will wish their children to participate fully in Religious Education and
Collective Worship.

Context
§
§
§
§
§

The context of RE at St Anne’s is that of a larger than average primary
school serving children aged 3 to 11.
We work within the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Syllabus.
We recognize the variety of religious and non religious backgrounds from
which our pupils come from. We welcome the diversity, and we intend to be
sensitive to the home background of each child.
We are pleased to have the active support of members of St Anne’s church
and local faith groups in RE and in general.
We recognize the inter-relationship between pupil’s spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development, and the leading role which the RE curriculum
plays in some of these areas.

Time Allocation
RE is regarded as a Core Subject at our school and at least 1 hour per week is
the allocated time. RE curriculum time does not include assembly or collective
worship, even where the theme provides a starting point for curricular work. We
follow this and offer the flexibility of timings being accumulated to allow for a
creative, thematic approach to the curriculum. The provision of religious
education is statutory for children in Reception classes. Religious education is
not compulsory for nursery children but we provide suitable activities, using
Chatterboxes to encourage questions and reflection, and choose to make use of
the material from the Diocesan syllabus.

The Scheme of Work
A detailed scheme of work is available from Blackburn Diocesan Board of
Education Syllabus.
Pupils will experience, explore and encounter a wide range of creative and
challenging activities that will help them to discover the answers to ultimate
questions such as these:Who am I and what does it mean to be me?
In what ways do/can I relate to others?
How/where can I encounter God?
How can I make a positive contribution to the world in which I live?
What values, attitudes, beliefs and behaviour are important to me?
What does it mean to have faith?
Who/what influences and inspires me?
We teach 80% Christianity and 20% other faiths.

Christianity
At Foundation Stage and KS1 Christianity and Islam are the major religions
studied. At KS2 pupils continue to learn about Christianity and Islam throughout
the Key Stage. They also have major learning opportunities with regard to
Judaism and Hinduism. Festivals from different faiths are celebrated, as they
occur, to develop children’s empathy with others.
There is a commitment to quality professional development to ensure staff
knowledge and understanding is thorough, sensitive and up-to-date.

Teaching and Learning
Children will learn about religions and also from religions through a balanced
approach. Where meaningful, links will be made between other subjects and RE in
a mutual partnership. Our aim is to increase the use of RE across the curriculum
using a range of teaching and learning styles. These include developing literacy,
numeracy, ICT and key skills through deep learning activities which include
visitors, visits and the use of artifacts. RE is a key opportunity to develop
children spiritually, morally, socially and culturally. It promotes the themes of
community cohesion and develops a sense of belonging to the school community,
the local community, the UK community and the global community through faith
and culture.
Learning about Religion
We learn about
• God who reveals the truth about himself and humanity through creation,
the giving of the law, his action in history and through the prophets;
• God who reveals himself ultimately in Jesus his Son, living among us and
dying and rising for us;
• God who reveals himself in his Spirit working in the living faith of the
Church experienced through scripture, tradition and reason.
Learning from Religion
We learn from
• an empathetic response to the Christian faith and a critical engagement
with it;
• responding personally to the stories and teachings of Jesus Christ;
• examples of Christian living which give priority to the values of
unconditional love, forgiveness, reconciliation, justice, compassion and
faith.
We ensure that the topics studied in Religious Education build upon prior
learning. We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their
skills, knowledge and understanding in each unit, and we ensure that the
planned progression built into the scheme of work offers the children an
increasing challenge as they move through the school.
We recognise the fact that in our school we have children of widely differing
abilities, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by
matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this
through teachers differentiating the plans from the BDBE RE Syllabus for each
lesson they teach and by differentiating the work and the level of support given.
We encourage pupils to foster a respect for the followers of other world
faiths, based on an accurate and sympathetic understanding of those faiths. We
help pupils to:
• learn about other faiths, their beliefs, traditions and practices and from
them through encounter and dialogue;
• recognise and respect those of all faiths in their search for God;
• recognise areas of common belief and practice between different faiths;
• enrich and expand their understanding of truth while remaining faithful
to their own tradition;
• enrich their own faith through examples of holy living in other traditions.

Foundation Stage

We teach religious education to all children in the school, including those in
the Early Years.
In the Foundation Stage RE is designed to encourage an atmosphere of community
where everyone, child and adult are learning together. Each unit begins with
the exploration of a collection of objects in a box, a Chatterbox. The objects are
carefully chosen to create discussion and questions that lead to activities
covering the content of the unit.
The Units covered include;
• Harvest
• Christmas
• Easter
• Friendship
• I am Special
• Special Places
• Special Times
• Stories Jesus Told
• Stories Jesus Heard
• Prayer
• Special People
Through teaching Religious Education in our school, we provide opportunities
for spiritual development. Children consider and respond to questions
concerning the meaning and purpose of life. We help them to recognise the
difference between right and wrong through the study of moral and ethical
questions. We enhance their social development by helping them to build a sense
of identity in a multicultural society. Children explore issues of religious faith
and values and, in so doing they develop their knowledge and understanding of
the cultural context of their own lives.

SMSC
RE is a key opportunity to develop children spiritually, morally, socially and
culturally. It promotes the themes of community cohesion and develops a sense
of belonging to the school community, the local community, the UK community
and the global community through faith and culture.
Children’s spiritual development is enriched during RE and encourages the
discovery of God the creator, of their ‘inmost being’ and of the wonder of the
environment. Children learn about the teachings of Jesus Christ, which offers a
secure foundation stone, on which to make decisions and build their lives,
enhancing moral development.
Social development is enriched when children discover and understand what it
means to live in a Christian community where Jesus’ command to love one another
is put into practice. Understanding Christianity as a worldwide, multi-cultural
faith that has an impact on the lives of millions of people, promotes cultural
development.

Classroom and School Environment
In line with whole school policy and practice we celebrate and value the work of
the pupils. Creating a stimulating and an attractive environment is of paramount
importance and so the following procedures are in place:
•

In every class there is a ‘Wall of Wonder’ RE display board. This includes
the home time and lunch time Prayers as well as displays of the pupils work
in this curriculum area.

•

Religious Education has a major curriculum focus within the general
curriculum event cycle where displays and additional events are planned
for (example RE Focus Days, Harvest, Christmas, Lent and Easter).

Special Educational Needs
The teaching of RE is a vital part of our school curriculum for all children.
All children are encouraged to take a full part in lessons. Teachers take into
account differing pupils’ abilities and work is differentiated accordingly. This is
in accordance with our Special Needs Policy.

Equal Opportunities
All pupils will have access to the Religious Education curriculum. Within this
framework, sensitivity will be shown to the religious beliefs and practices of all
class members. This is in accordance with our Equal Opportunities Policy.

Recording, Marking, Assessment and Reporting
Pupil’s work is marked in line with our Marking Policy. We report on pupils’
progress and attainment in RE to parents annually in our end of year report.
Assessment of attainment and making a level judgment is made using assessments
from the Blackburn Diocese materials.

Self Evaluation
The subject leader will maintain an active awareness of the strengths and areas
for development of RE alongside the senior leadership team. Long, medium and
short term RE planning is collected for monitoring and evaluation purposes.
Lesson observations will also form part of the monitoring and evaluation
process.
The RE co-ordinator is Mrs Sarah Evans

Review
This is a working document and will be reviewed by the co-ordinator in light of
developing aspects of policy and practice.
Next Review Date: May 2019

